
Gospel Community Guide | Matthew 5:17-20 

HIGHLIGHT  

Read Matthew 5:17-20 in two translations. 


EXPLAIN  
In Matthew 5:17-20, Jesus teaches His disciples how He views the Law. Here’s what He says: 
He Fulfills the Law (17-18): Jesus was accused of not taking the Old Testament seriously. However, Jesus 
states that He has not come to strip the OT of meaning but rather to "fulfill" it by bringing out its true 
meaning. How did He do this?  
- Jesus fulfilled the Law through His obedience: There’s not one command that Jesus ignored and 

excused away. Nor did He ever obey to just receive approval from God and others. Jesus perfectly obeyed 
because He knew His Father unconditionally loved Him and He trusted that the Law was good. He is our 
example of what a good life looks like. 

- Jesus fulfilled the Law in His sacrifice: We have never obeyed perfectly though. So, like the bulls of the 
OT sacrificial system, Jesus laid down His perfect and innocent life for us. He did not deserve to die, yet 
He willingly allowed Himself to be crucified on our behalf as our atoning sacrifice. Those whose sins are 
forgiven by His death are now free from the condemnation of the Law. 

His Disciples Obey the Law (19): However, just because Jesus fulfilled the Law did not give His disciples 
reason to be lazy in their obedience to it. Instead, the “great” disciples of Jesus valued the Law like Jesus did 
and saw it as a good gift from God, not a burden to overcome. Therefore, they lived out the commands of 
Jesus and taught others to do the same. They believed to do so was to live the “good life.”  
His Disciples Do More than Outwardly Obey (20): Their obedience far exceeded the righteousness of the 
spiritual teachers of the day: the scribes and Pharisees. These teachers seemed holy and righteous, but their 
motives were self-centered. They wanted praise for their good lives, instead of living a good life to praise 
God. (ref. Matt. 23:23-28). Jesus’ disciples would be “pure in heart.” (ref. 5:8)  
At the root of Jesus’ words are these questions: Do you believe that God is good and worthy of your trust? 
Do you believe it enough to obey Him out of a desire to honor Him and not yourself?  
If you struggle to trust Him, look again at the lengths that Jesus went to fulfill the Law for you. He did all of 
that to free you from your old life and give you a new life. If He did all of that, what good thing would He 
withhold from you?  

APPLY  
• How would you explain this passage to someone who hasn’t heard it yet?  
• What does this passage say about God? 
• What does this passage say about people?  
• What does this passage say about obedience? 


RESPOND  
• In light of what we know from the passage, what is God calling you to do this week? I will… 
• What is one truth from this passage you want to remember and share this week? 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