
INTRODUCTION
I know it’s not even Thanksgiving but I love Christmas. I’ve been listening to Christmas music already.The Oh
Hellos’ Family Christmas Album is my favorite right now. And we’re already getting our list of Christmas
traditions situated. We like to take the kids to go see the lights down at Longview Lake and we have certain
Christmas movies we watch every year. That’s one thing about Christmas, we enjoy the familiar, the traditional.

But that’s also part of the danger of Christmas. The desire for the traditional and familiar can bleed over
into the Christmas story. Most of us know it, even if we didn’t grow up in church. There’s Mary and Joseph in a
stable because there’s no room in the inn, she gives birth and lays Jesus in a manger, angels visit shepherds
out on the hillside and they come to visit the newborn King and then sometime later Wise Men show up. You
can buy all kinds of nativity sets that show you this.

The familiar nature of the story makes it difficult to slow down and really think about how significant it is.
Because here’s what’s happening in that nativity scene: God is born as a baby. God is becoming a man.

Now, what is so significant about that statement? That’s what the next 4 weeks are all about. As we
head into Christmas, we want to focus on our attention on the greatness of that event by focusing on four of
God’s INCOMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES. Now, what does that mean?

INCOMMUNICABLE means “to not communicate or share.” So, there are qualities and
characteristics of God that He doesn’t share with us. What’s often helpful for me when I think about these
theological terms is to think of what the opposite might be, what might be some attributes that God does share
with us?

There’s love. God loves and we love. Goodness. God is good and we can do good things. Mercy. God
is merciful and we can be merciful. Those are examples of COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES.

Well, what would be some INCOMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES then. The four we are going to look at
during this series are (and I’m going to give you the theological terms, ok? I think it’s important to know the
terms, even if you never use them in everyday life. If you are reading something about God and come across
one of these words, I want you to know it):

1. Aseity: Self-Existing and Self-Sufficient
2. Omniscient: All-Knowing
3. Omnipotent: All-Powerful
4. Omnipresent: All-Present

These are the characteristics of the baby who was born to Mary that first Christmas. These are the qualities
and characteristics of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. And over the next 4 weeks, my hope is that you will see
that if God did not have these attributes, then our salvation would be impossible. The Gospel depends on God
having these four Incommunicable Attributes. And this morning we start with the first of those: Aseity. What I
want you to learn this morning is: The Gospel Depends on the God  Who Depends on Nothing
We’ve got a few passages we’re going to hit this morning, but we’ll spend most of our time in John 5:25-29.

“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the
Son of God, and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the
Son also to have life in himself. And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the
Son of Man. Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his
voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done
evil to the resurrection of judgment. (ESV)

The reason we start in this passage is found in verse 26. “As the Father has life in Himself, so he has granted
the Son to have life in Himself...” That is the very definition of the word Aseity. Aseity is a Latin word meaning
literally “from Himself.” To have life in Himself means that God God depends on nothing and no one to give
Him life or existence; He is self-existent. God is not dependent on anything outside of Himself to keep existing;
He is self-sufficient. Or in other words, and here’s our first point this morning...



Point # 1. GOD HAS NO NEEDS
Another way to think of it is that God has no limits. If God had a need, He would have a limitation. There would
be something He needed help to overcome. But God does not need anything outside of Himself to exist,
there’s nothing in the Universe that He can’t overcome. He is limitless. And this is not just physical needs that
we’re talking about, it’s every kind of need, emotionally or intellectually.

So, God does not need advice, He is perfectly wise to make every decision on His own. God does not
need love, He is love. God is not lonely, He’s always existed as a Trinity...Father, Son, and Spirit. Which
means, God did not create us because He needed us. Our existence does not add anything to God’s existence
and our absence would not take anything away from Him. Because He is self-existent and self-sufficient, He is
perfect the way He is and has no need to change or be changed. In fact, every other attribute about God, from
His omnipotence to His love, can be tied to His Aseity, the reality that He has life in Himself and needs nothing
outside of Himself.

Now, this is hard to get our minds around because there’s not a person in our life who is remotely like
this. That’s why it’s an Incommunicable Attribute, we don’t share it with God. Now, that doesn’t keep us from
thinking that we are like God in this way. Most of us don’t like to depend on others, we don’t want to owe
anyone, anything. One of the ways we measure maturity in our society is if someone is able to take care of
themselves. The less you need others, the stronger you are, the more mature you are...we value this as a
society. And deep down, this is our attempt to be like God in ways we can’t.

But it’s impossible for you to have no needs. From the start of your life it’s been this way. You are
dependent on your mom and dad to conceive you. From the moment of your conception, you are dependent
on your mom for sustenance. Your whole childhood, you are dependent on others for your needs. As you get
older, you may not need people to help you as much, but you still need them. Studies show that people who
live the longest and happiest lives are people who have close friends and family they can depend on. More
than that, you need food, at least every other day, to keep you alive. You need sleep. Think of that: You need to
spend 1/4 to 1/3 of every day unconscious, in order to stay alive. You depend on the car or bus to get you
where you need to go, you depend on the weather to not ruin your day, and you depend on other people to just
be normal so it doesn’t mess up your day. And we’ve not even scratched the surface of our dependent nature.

We like to pose like we’re tough but in the end, we’re extremely vulnerable. A random gunman can end
us, a rogue cell in our body can become cancer, a drunk driver careens off the road, we catch pneumonia or a
bad flu and we’re done for...we’re not as strong as we think.

God, on the other hand, is completely self-existent and self-sufficient. God is the support beam of the
whole universe from which everything else grows and is supported and He is strong enough that nothing that
comes from Him can ever alter Him. The Gospel Depends on the God  Who Depends on Nothing. Now,
what does that mean for people like you and me? It’s simple, really...

Point # 2. WE NEED GOD
But in what ways do we need God? Well, in John 5, Jesus talks about resurrecting those who “hear” his voice
and those who “do good.” So, we at least need to do that, right? But what does that mean? Turn with me to
Romans 11. This is one of the clearest passages about how to respond to God’s limitless nature. In Romans
11, Paul is trying to understand God’s plan of salvation for the Jewish people, because he sees so many of
them have rejected Jesus even though they are God’s people from the OT. After racking his brain for the whole
chapter, he finishes the chapter with this statement. Romans 11:33–36

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments
and how inscrutable his ways!

“For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?”

“Or who has given a gift to him



that he might be repaid?”
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen

Paul says: It’s impossible to measure God’s resources, to understand His wisdom, or comprehend what He’s
doing...and He doesn’t need us to give Him advice, He’s not waiting on us to bring our gifts to Him. Everything
is created by Him, everything is sustained by Him and everything is owned by Him! He has no needs!
Therefore, what is there left for us to do? This is what Paul says in the very next verse, Romans 12:1–2

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what
is good and acceptable and perfect.

The only proper response to a God who does not need you, yet is merciful to you, is complete surrender to His
will. If He has no needs, then He has no limits and He can’t be stopped. He’s not waiting for the cards to fall
just right, or hoping we fulfill the prophecies of the Bible. He will accomplish His desires. He is in control and
we are either submitting to His will or we are fighting it. And if we fight Him, we will lose. We must lay down our
lives and ask Him to transform our minds, so that we will know what He wants so we can live how He wants.
That’s the only proper response: submission.

Now, this is not natural to us. Especially in America. Our country was founded in rebellion. We told the
British, “Get out of here...” and then dumped all their tea in the ocean. Our favorite movies revolve around
people finding ways to overcome insurmountable odds: an innocent man breaking out of prison, slaves
defeating their slave masters, hobbits defeating Sauron, the Avengers defeating Thanos. The idea that there’s
this limitless authority we have to submit to can stir up this rebellious attitude in us.

But listen to me: We’re not dealing with a comic book character, we’re not even dealing with another
nation; we are dealing with the Maker of the Heavens and the Earth, the One who spoke stars into existence,
who holds the nations in His hands, who has existed before all else and who will continue to exist, forever. In
fact, because He is self-existent and self-sufficient, it’s IMPOSSIBLE for God to ever not exist. So even if it
were possible to be as strong as Him (which it’s not), He would still outlast you...

So, the question isn’t: Do you have to submit to God?
It’s: Can you trust God when you submit to Him?
And that’s an important question, because some of God’s commands seem out of touch with our

present-day life and maybe even cruel. Some of you have prayers that He never answered. Some of you have
experienced pain and loss that doesn’t make sense to you. Some of you have felt deserted by God and
wonder if He even cares about you at all. If God has no limitations, then why did those things happen? Is God
not good? Is God cruel? Does God even care about you?

I’ve said The Gospel Depends on the God  Who Depends on Nothing. In other words, the gospel is
only Good News if the Aseity of God is true. And the Aseity of God is only good news if God is good. Well,
what do we see in John 5? Look back there with me now. What do we see here? We see that...

Point # 3. GOD MEETS OUR GREATEST NEED
There is one common enemy every person has, no matter if they are rich or poor, powerful or weak, old or
young...we all will die. Every single one of us in this room will die. We will cease to exist in this world. Our
greatest need then is to push off and defeat death.

Nearly every technological advancement in our world is designed to either help us enjoy the short life
we have OR make our life last longer. That’s why we all freaked out (rightly) about COVID and went into
lockdowns and embraced mask orders...we all will die but none of us want to die. We must find a way to
overcome death.

And what we read about in these verses is this: The God who has life in Himself, who is self-existent
and self-sufficient, desires to share that life with you. To give you and I life that cannot be taken from us
because it’s not dependent on us...it comes from the God who depends on nothing.



Now, what do we have to do to receive this life? Jesus says clearly here: we must listen to His voice
and do good. Or in the words we read earlier from Paul, we must give our lives over to Him completely, so that
we will know how to obey His will. We give Jesus our life and He gives us His life. Now, how is this possible?
How is He able to just give us His life?

Jesus tells us a bit later in John. In chapter 10, Jesus is talking to the religious leaders of the day and
He uses this analogy of a shepherd looking after His sheep. He says in John 10:10-15

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly. [Do you see the connection with John 5 there?] I am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father;
and I lay down my life for the sheep.

Jesus is saying here, “I came to give my people life.” Now, think about what we’ve talked about so far: Jesus is
the self-existent and self-sufficient God, the Lord of the heavens and the earth, the One dependent on no one
and nothing; and He came into our world as a helpless baby, laying in His mother’s arm completely dependent
on her for warmth, food, and comfort, so that One day He could lay down His life to give you life. That was
Jesus’ purpose.

The wolves of sin and death, with all of their guilt and shame and anxiety and fear and pain, come after
us to tear us apart, to destroy us. But Jesus, the Immortal God with no needs or limitations, lays down His life
in their path and let’s them take Him instead. He lets Himself be torn apart and beaten, crucified to a wooden
cross, and killed for you and I. So that in His death, He would take the death we deserved for our sin and
rebellion against God. So, when He rose from the dead 3 days later, we could hear His voice and follow Him
into eternal life with God. Jesus laid down His life for you. Why did He do this?

Because the limitless and self-existent God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that when
you believe in Him, you will have eternal life. And because the limitless God loves you like this, then that also
means that nothing that happens in your life, happens because God has stopped loving you. He can’t. There is
no limit on His love and He does not need anything from you to keep loving you, so it’s impossible for you to
lose His love. Instead, you are completely free to rest in it this morning.

And this love, connected with His Aseity, also means that every different way that God has answered
your prayers is the best way to answer them. Including the times when He doesn’t seem to answer at all. A
pastor named Tim Keller put it this way: If you knew everything God knew then you would ask Him to do
exactly what He’s done. God is not holding out on you. It’s impossible for Him to not want, and to do, the best
for you.

CONCLUSION
This is why God’s Aseity is Good News! The Gospel Depends on the God  Who Depends on Nothing! Now,
how should we respond to Him this morning? Here’s 3 ways.

1. Submit to Him. Come to Him this morning and hand Him your life. Even those of you who are
Christians, if you are wrestling with fears and anxieties and depression this morning, come to Him in
faith and hand Him your life. And then when you wake up tomorrow...do it again and again and again,
everyday for the rest of your life!

2. Depend on Him. If we truly believe in God’s self-existence and self-sufficiency, and that He loves
us...then prayer should come naturally. Prayers of humility and dependency, and also prayers of great
boldness. We have access to the God who has no needs!! So, bring your burdens to Him and pray! And
after you pray...

3. Trust in Him. Because God is self-existent and self-sufficient and doesn’t need us to accomplish His
will, this should free us up to trust Him completely. Not only to answer our prayers in the best way



possible but also for the results of our life. Do your best to obey Him, do your best to tell others about
Him, and do your best to disciple others for Him...and know that the results are all up to God.
There’s nothing you can do that would keep God from doing what He wants AND you are not strong
enough to be the reason God can’t make something happen. He chooses to use you, He wants you to
be faithful...but the results are all His. So, there’s no room for pride or shame in our efforts. Only trust
and dependency.

The Gospel Depends on the God  Who Depends on Nothing...Let’s respond to Him this morning. Let’s pray.


